
Practical English 

Oral expression / Speech:  
a few remarks & exercises 

neil@minkley.fr 

anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais 

oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com 

mailto:neil@minkley.fr
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://anglais-pratique.fr/index.php/rubriques/fondements/40-prononciation-anglais
http://oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/


About speech (1) 
In English, speech is a combination of: 
 

 pronunciation (of phonemes) 

 stress 

 intonation 

 rhythm 



About speech (2) 
In English, speech is a combination of 
pronunciation, stress, intonation and rhythm. 

Examples: 

He wants me to go to London tomorrow. 
 
He wants me to go to London tomorrow. 
 
He wants me to go to London tomorrow. 
 
He wants me to go to London tomorrow. 



About speech (3) 
In English, speech is a combination of 
pronunciation, stress, intonation and rhythm. 

Examples: 

Do you want me to go to London tomorrow? 
 
Do you want me to go to London tomorrow? 
 
Do you want me to go to London tomorrow? 
 
Do you want me to go to London tomorrow? 



Phonemes (1) 

See: cambridgeenglishonline.com/Phonetics_Focus/ 
(select "Phonemic Chart") 

http://cambridgeenglishonline.com/Phonetics_Focus/


Phonemes (2) 

planning earth 

weather shale (gas) 

erosion 

hydropower food chain 

jeopardy 

yield 
("aspirate h") 



Phonemes (3) 

heat 
contaminate riverbed 

land 

farm 

agriculture forest 

salt 
footprint 

pollution fertilizer 

energy 
food 



Phonemes (4) 

methane 

biofuel moisture 
growth 

power 

air engineering 

gourmet 



Phonetic transcription examples 

GB: ˌbaɪəʊdaɪˈvɜːsəti 

ɪnˈvaɪrənmənt 

GB: ˈterətri 

US: ˈterətɔːri 

US: ˌbaɪoʊdaɪˈvɜːrsəti 

See: oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com 

http://oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/


Questions? 



Exercises 



Pronunciation – Letters (1) 

A     B     C     D     E     F     G 

H      I      J       K       L       M       N 

O     P     Q     R     S     T     U     V 

     W            X            Y            Z 

& 



Pronunciation – Letters (2) 

A     B     C     D     E     F     G 

H      I      J       K       L       M       N 

O     P     Q     R     S     T     U     V 

     W            X            Y            Z 

eɪ biː siː diː iː ef dʒiː 

eɪtʃ dʒeɪ aɪ keɪ el em en 

əʊ/oʊ piː kjuː ɑː(r) es tiː juː viː 

ˈdʌbljuː eks waɪ zed/ziː 

& ænd/ənd/ən 



Pronunciation – Letters (3) 

A     B     C     D     E     F     G 

H      I      J       K       L       M       N 

O     P     Q     R     S     T     U     V 

     W            X            Y            Z 

eï bi ci di i f dji 

eïtch djeï aï keï l m n 

o(-eu) pi kiou a(r) s ti iou vi 

deubliou ex ouaï GB: zed 

US: zi & an(e)de / eune 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (1-1) 

CCS (carbon dioxide capture & storage) 

CHP (combined heat and power) 

CO (carbon monoxide) 

CO2 (carbon dioxide) 

EU (European Union) 

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (1-2) 

CCS siː-siː-es (ci-ci-s) 

CHP siː-eɪtʃ-piː (ci-eïtch-pi) 

CO siː-əʊ (ci-o(-eu)) 

CO2 siː-əʊ-tuː (ci-o(-eu)-tou) 

EU iː-juː (i-iou) 

FAO ef-eï-əʊ (f-eï-o(-eu)) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (2-1) 

GB (Great Britain) 

GHG (greenhouse gas) 

GMO (genetically modified organism) 

H2O (dihydrogen monoxide) 

NGO (non-governmental organization) 

OECD (Org. for Economic Coop. & Dvlp'nt) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (2-2) 

GB dʒiː-biː (dji-bi) 

GHG dʒiː-eɪtʃ- dʒiː (dji-eïtch-dji) 

GMO dʒiː-em-əʊ (dji-m-o(-eu)) 

H2O eɪtʃ-tuː-əʊ (eïtch-tou-o(-eu)) 

NGO en-dʒiː-əʊ (n-dji-o(-eu)) 

OECD əʊ-i-siː-diː (o(-eu)-i-ci-di) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (3-1) 

P&L (profit and loss) 

Q&A (question(s) and answer(s)) 

QEHS (quality, environment, health, safety) 

R&D (research and development) 

ROI (return on investment) 

SRF (short-rotation forest(ry)) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (3-2) 

P&L piː-ən-el (pi-eune-l) 

Q&A kjuː-ən-eɪ (kiou-eune-eï) 

QEHS kjuː-iː-eɪtʃ-es (kiou-i-eïtch-s) 

R&D ɑːr-ən-diː (ar-eune-di) 

ROI ɑːr-əʊ-aɪ (ar-o(-eu)-aï) 

SRF es-ɑːr-ef (s-ar-f) 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (4-1) 

UK (United Kingdom) 

UN (United Nations) 

USA (United States of America) 

WHO (World Health Organization) 

ZAP (zero atmospheric pollution) 

 



Pronunciation – Abbreviations (4-2) 

UK juː-keɪ (iou-keï) 

UN juː-en (iou-n) 

USA juː-es-eɪ (iou-s-eï) 

WHO ˈdʌbljuː-eɪtʃ-əʊ (deubliou-
eïtch-o(-eu)) 

ZAP zed-eɪ-piː / ziː-eɪ-pi 
(zed-eï-pi / zi-eï-pi) 



Questions? 



Pronunciation – Numbers (1-1) 

1            2            3            4            5 

6            7            8            9           10 

11        12          13          14          15 

16        17          18          19          20 

0 . 



Pronunciation – Numbers (1-2) 

1            2            3            4            5 

6            7            8            9           10 

11        12          13          14          15 

16        17          18          19          20 

one two three four five 

six seven eight nine ten 

eleven twelve thirteen fourteen fifteen 

sixteen seventeen eighteen nineteen twenty 

0 GB & US: zero – GB: nought . point 



Pronunciation – Numbers (1-3) 

1            2            3            4            5 

6            7            8            9           10 

11        12          13          14          15 

16        17          18          19          20 

wʌn tuː θriː fɔː(r) faɪv 

sɪks ˈsevn eɪt naɪn ten 

ɪˈlevn twelv ˌθɜːˈtiːn ˌfɔːˈtiːn  ˌfɪfˈtiːn 

ˌsɪksˈtiːn ̩ sevnˈtiːn ˌeɪˈtiːn ˌnaɪnˈtiːn  ˈtwentɪ 

0 ˈzɪərəʊ / ˈzɪroʊ / ˈziːroʊ/nɔːt  . pɔɪnt 



Pronunciation – Numbers (1-4) 

1            2            3            4            5 

6            7            8            9           10 

11        12          13          14          15 

16        17          18          19          20 

ouone tou thri fo(r) faïv 

sixe seveune eït naïne ten 

ileveune touelv theu(r)tine fo(r)tine fiftine 

sixtine seveuntine eïtine naïnetine touenti 

0 GB & US: ziro – GB: no(r)te . poïnte 



1,000,000,000,000 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000 

Pronunciation – Numbers (2-1) 

30            40            50            60            

70            80            90           100 

1,000     1,000,000  1,000,000,000 



Pronunciation – Numbers (2-2) 

30            40            50            60            

70            80            90           100 

1,000     1,000,000  1,000,000,000 

thirty forty fifty sixty 

seventy eighty ninety a hundred 

a thousand a million a billion 

a trillion 1,000,000,000,000 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000 
a quintillion 



Pronunciation – Numbers (2-3) 

30            40            50            60            

70            80            90           100 

1,000     1,000,000  1,000,000,000 

ˈθɜː(r)tɪ ˈfɔː(r)tɪ ˈfɪftɪ ˈsɪkstɪ 

ˈsevntɪ  ˈeɪtɪ ˈnaɪntɪ ə ˈhʌndrəd 

ə ˈθaʊznd ə ˈmɪljən ə ˈbɪljən 

ə ˈtrɪljən 1,000,000,000,000 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000 
ə kwɪnˈtɪljən 



Pronunciation – Numbers (2-4) 

30            40            50            60            

70            80            90           100 

1,000     1,000,000  1,000,000,000 

theu(r)ti fo(r)ti fifti sixti 

seveunti eïti naïneti eu heundreud 

eu thaouzeund eu millieune eu billieune 

eu trillieune 1,000,000,000,000 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000 
eu kouintillieune 



Pronunciation - Numbers (3-1) 

28 

95 

103 

270 

4,639 



Pronunciation - Numbers (3-2) 

28 (twenty-eight) 

95 (ninety-five) 

103 (a hundred and three) 

270 (two hundred and seventy) 

4,639 (four thousand six hundred and 

thirty-nine) 



Pronunciation – Numbers (3-3) 

28 ˈtwentɪ-eɪt 

95 ˈnaɪntɪ-faɪv 

103 ə ˈhʌndrəd ən(d) θriː 

270 tuː ˈhʌndrəd ən(d) ˈsevntɪ  

4,639 fɔː(r) ˈθaʊznd siks ˈhʌndrəd 

ən(d) ˈθɜː(r)tɪ-naɪn 



Pronunciation – Numbers (3-4) 

28 touenti-eït 

95 naïneti-faïv 

103 eu heundreud and thri 

270 tou heundreud and seveunti 

4,639 for thaouzeunde sixe 

heundreud and theu(r)ti-naïne 



Pronunciation – Numbers (4-1) 

0.5 
  

3.14 

12.7 

499.99  
  

2.8 billion 



Pronunciation – Numbers (4-2) 

0.5 (zero point five / 

nought point five / point five) 

3.14 (three point fourteen) 

12.7 (twelve point seven) 

499.99 (four hundred and ninety-nine 

point ninety-nine) 

2.8 billion (two point eight billion) 



Pronunciation – Numbers (4-3) 

0.5 ˈzɪərəʊ pɔɪnt faɪv / 
nɔːt pɔɪnt faɪv / pɔɪnt faɪv  

3.14 θriː pɔɪnt ˌfɔːˈtiːn 

12.7 twelv pɔɪnt ˈsevn 

499.99 fɔː(r) ˈhʌndrəd ən(d) 
ˈnaɪntɪ-naɪn pɔɪnt ˈnaɪntɪ-naɪn  

2.8 billion tuː pɔɪnt eɪt ˈbɪljən 



Pronunciation – Numbers (4-4) 

0.5 zero poïnte faïv / 
norte poïnte faïv / poïnte faïv 

3.14 thri poïnte fortine 

12.7 touelv poïnte seveune 

499.99 for heundreud and naïneti 
-naïne poïnte naïneti-naïne 

2.8 billion tou poïnte eït billieune 



Pronunciation – Years (1) 

1900 

1957 

2000 

2007 

2014 



Pronunciation – Years (2) 

1900 (nineteen hundred) 

1957 (nineteen fifty-seven) 

2000 (two thousand) 

2007 (two thousand (and) seven) 

2014 (twenty fourteen) 



Pronunciation – Years (3) 

1900 ˌnaɪnˈtiːn ˈhʌndrəd 

1957 ˌnaɪnˈtiːn ˈfɪftɪ-ˈsevn 

2000 tuː ˈθaʊznd 

2007 tou ˈθaʊznd (ən(d)) ˈsevn 

2014 ˈtwentɪ ˌfɔːˈtiːn 



Pronunciation – Years (4) 

1900 naïnetine heundreud 

1957 naïnetine fifti-seveune 

2000 tou thaouzeunde 

2007 tou thaouzeunde (and) 

seveune 

2014 touenti fo(r)tine 



Questions? 



Pronunciation – A few words (1-1) 

here is 
  

although 
  

convention 
  

philosophy 



Pronunciation – A few words (1-2) 

here is hɪər ɪz / hɪr ɪz 
(hieur iz / hir iz) 

although ɔːlˈðəʊ / ɔːlˈðoʊ 
(aultho) 

convention  kənˈvenʃn 
(keunveinesheune) 

philosophy fɪˈlɒsəfɪ / fəˈlɑːsəfɪ 
(filozofi) 



Pronunciation – A few words (2-1) 

development 
  

emphasis 
  

partnerships 
  

helping 



Pronunciation – A few words (2-2) 

development dɪˈveləpmənt 
(diveleupmeunte) 

emphasis ˈemfəsɪs 
(emfeuzis) 

partnerships ˈpɑːtnə(r)ʃɪp 
(partneu(r)ships) 

helping ˈhelpɪŋ 

(helping) 



Translate & Read aloud (1) 
Bien qu'encore à ses débuts, les effets de la 
Convention sur la biodiversité biologique se font 
déjà sentir. La philosophie du développement 
durable, l'approche écosystème et l'accent mis sur 
l'établissement de partenariats concourent à 
modeler l'action globale sur la biodiversité. 

www.cbd.int/convention/guide/?id=conclusion 

https://www.cbd.int/convention/guide/?id=conclusion


Translate & Read aloud (2) 
Bien qu'encore à ses débuts, les effets de la 
Convention sur la biodiversité biologique se font 
déjà sentir. La philosophie du développement 
durable, l'approche écosystème et l'accent mis sur 
l'établissement de partenariats concourent à 
modeler l'action globale sur la biodiversité. 

Although still in its infancy, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity is already making itself felt. 
The philosophy of sustainable development, the 
ecosystem approach, and the emphasis on 
building partnerships are all helping to shape 
global action on biodiversity. 



Translate & Read aloud (3) 

Although still in its infancy, the Convention on 

Biological Diversity is already making itself felt. 

The philosophy of sustainable development, the 

ecosystem approach, and the emphasis on 

building partnerships are all helping to shape 

global action on biodiversity. 
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